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vie to influence unions in Africa

By Antero Pietila
Sun Staff Correspondent

Gaborone, Botswana—Eastern and
Western labor organizations—including
the AFL-CIO—are spending millions of
dollars of their governments’ money in a
contest to woo Africa’s unions.

Like the AFL-CIO, which last year re-
ceived about $3 million from various U.S.
government agencies for its operations in
Africa, those competing foreign organiza-
tions say their aim is to strengthen local
unions.

But on this unstable continent, such aid

also seems to have political considera-

tions. -

In many African countries, where trade
unions are the strongest organizations af-
ter the government, today's union leader
may be tomorrow's minister or

. president. Tanzania's Julius K. N

Zambia’s Kenneth Kaunda and Guinea’s.

Sekou Toure all once headed unions.

How badly foreign countries want to |

make friends among trade unionists can
be seen here in Botswana, a Texas-sized

country of 830,000 people, strategically .
- sandwiched between South Africa, Namib-. -2

ia, Zimbabwe and Zambia. .

The 11-union Botswana Federation of - spending
“T'rade-Unions claims to have a total mem=- - -
bership of just 22,000. Yet, last year alone, .
jnnkets to the

eight of its leaders took

United States; three each to the Soviet
UnionandChlna,andoneuehtoWutjr
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~ation's: —built in 1971 with'':
“ AFL-CIO . aid—was, Mike, Lescaglt, the
"AFL-CIO’s reddentwﬁve in Bot-
‘swana. - .
Mr. Lenunlt, a 351earold Amencan
. withamastersdegnemhborrehhons
from Cormell University and organizing
experience with the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union, is one of 14 resi-
dent representatives the AFL-CIO’s Afri-
can-American Labor Center has on this
continent.

"“BFTU does not not -have mooey. wno-;ew“mw@( AL
,mmummﬂhhm"m%ﬂhm“iﬁﬂ 'lhe

Trade union activity was virtually non-

existent in Botswana before the Ameri- .
cans came. Today, three cabinet members *

are from the American-trained labor
movement.

“I'm training union leaders, not politi-.
cal leaders,” Mr. Lescault said.

Most of the money for the Botswana
operation—just like most of'the funding
for the AFL-CIO's $5 million-a-year Afri-

ca program—comes from the US. AgaxcyA

jo: International Development. .
- Some other t a
ceives a penny from the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, which gave money to some
of the labor organization's international
activities for years after World War I
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worbin Afﬁuonlyatﬁerequstdnr
tional nnions and that “we are not going to !
do anything other than we:-are asked to
do”

Even. so, the local AFL-CIO man often
emerges as an important influence.

nge money, but the AFL-CIO denies it re-

".-aid is channeled

"' dominated World
- ... Unions, which mlns dozens of ‘African

the. Company: A-,;.A:wm everyyurh Commnht coulr
CIA - tries.

A 1980 summary of AFL-CIO activities
in Africa had this to say about Ghana:
“Most important is the fact that the ...
.resident representative has usually been
accepted by the leadership of the [local
union congress] as a friend and confidant
and been able, by his advice, to signficant-
ly affect developments. This same rela-
tionship has also developed in other coun-
~m5wherethereisaruidentwta-
“tive.” :

In these e:mmstuees it would ap-
pear to be possible for forexgn unions to in-

fluence the direction of a country’s labor
movement and internal politxcs

r AFL-CIOoﬁidalinWalhintlon.asdthat
L _the “second so-called imion is not a union.”

Much of the Soviet bioc's trade union
tion of Yrade"

AhoacﬁvehAhiuh&elmermuon-

' m.

Llrgely fmded 1»y the West Gennan
government. the tion also tries to ;
promote activities that in its homeland :
have traditionally been union-linked, such
as cooperatives. -
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